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| . THE TRUTH ABOUT THE AUTO CR’SIS

(Thc netty-hourgeoxs 1e&ders before the test of the class struggle)

. t
L)

It is now approximatély‘one vear since the dispute arose between the New York
Political Committee and the comrades in the field over the policy to be followed
by party members in the euto w0rkers_union—-popu1ar1y known as the "auto crisis,"
This eventﬁs now history but it is important history-in that it serves to il
luminate more then any-other single incident the real meanlng of the current
fact1ona1 struggle._ . . .'.

Shachtman, Burnham, Aborn end the other leaders of the mlnorlty have delnber-
ately distorted the facts of the "auto crisis", carefully. hidden their true meaning
angd. laid down a smokescrcen comnosed ‘of the secondary aSpects of the crisis which
beans no sign1f10ant rcla tion to the principal issues . There is hothing astonish-
ing In this, They gqnceal tho truth fnom party msmbﬂrs for very substantial
porsonal roasons: ‘ . : ’ ‘ LR

. . e o

1, The ‘auto crisis" contalns & crushing answer to thc charges ‘made by them
in thelr'fanoiful document. "War and Burcaucratic Conscrvatism"; *

2, The "auto crlsls rcveals thnt if 'ever the party leadershlp was adminis-
tored in an arrogant, burdaucratic monner it was by Burnham, Shachtman and Abern;

3, It rovoals that their ccncoptlon of tho powors” and authorlty of loadership
is onc besed on formal authority and not upon the woluntary confidencc and respect
granted them by Thg rank and filc for compectoncc -in answering the practical probe
lems of the ¢lass struggle and solving quostions in dispute with skill and undcre
standlng;

4, It rovoanls that tho Burnham=Shachtman-Abern leadership was preparnd, in
a practical mattcr, mind vou! to use the most drastic measurcs to cnforco the ..
formal powecrs of thce P.C., to establish their authority by main force oven if it
mcant disgracing comrados dircctly involved in an important sector of thc class.
"strugglc and ‘compromising thc party in ‘tho sycs of thousands of‘workcrs;

5¢ It rcvenled in Shachtman aqd Burnham quallti“s of stubborncss and
capriciousncss entircly alion to leadoers of g proletarian movomente==qualitics
which made them incapable of making concossions in a practical matter oxcept under
the most insistent pressurc from the most cxpericncod tradc unionists in tho. party
and from & wholc cadrec of loya 1, tosted amd rosponsible comrados. And when tho
conccssions worc finally mado, tho; showod thcmsclves to bo dmbittorod,; petulant
pctty-bourgeois, thrcateoning to rcsign from lcadership, washing their hamds of all
rosponsibility for the change .in policy and for its cxccution and taunting, the
somrados in the ficld with prophocics of discstor; (How difforontly thoy roact
when the fundamontals of the party program arc anOIVUd' How floxlblu they aro
beforc the prossurc of the petty-bourgoois radicals and bourgeois liboralsy).

6. It rovctled not only an urwillingnoss to. lcarn fram the workors and the
tradc unionists but a presumptuous attempt to:teach in a ficld wherc thoy-admite
todly arc lcast qualificd, least informed and loast cxperionccds it rovoalod
complecte ignerance of the dynamics of thec workers movorcnte--a. formallstic, un-
d¥alcctical approach to tho rcal problemg of thc class strugglc.
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Thesc charges will he proved boyend thc possibility of successful contradictia
in this documont.* To thosc not blinded by factionael animus, the auto crisis will
indicatc far sorc than an incidental crror in. policys . The auto crisis was, in a
scnsc, @ microcosm of tho presont factionnl strugglc--a prophetic warning of the
kind of party thc S.¥.P, would bc under the loadcrship of Burnham=Abern-Shachtman
or the kind of party BurnhsmeAbern=Shachtman will lcad cutsidc the ranks of the
Fourth Intcrnational if thoy ecarry out their threoats of split,.

1, Tho Famous Now Yoar's Day Mcoting

The "auto crisis™ has its chronological and psychological crigin in what has
now boeomo the "notorious™ Now Yoar's day mcctinge The opposition has for months
bocen vwhisperinge=mestly misinfermation--in corridors, cafstorias and private
norcs obout this"notoricus®™ mcuting, Tho Winchcllian masterpiocce "War and Burcaue
. eratic Conscrvatisn® assigns vrominent placc to this meotinge It alleges that this

mooting proved thats "The PoC. is in-rcality a fiction or at best a scni=fiction(})
Tts authority is strictly lizitod. Herc it may act, but into this territory it
rmay not venturce Qver the PoC, looms thc N.Ce (vhich formally is as it should be);
and over the NoC, loons tho final authority-=-tho Cannon cliquceeeBut cven the N.C.
is largcly fictitiouss It is called uprn to act only rarcly (we will socon scc how
ruch rospect the Burnham=Shechtnan-thern “denocrats" actually have for the National
Commiittos == GeoCe) and thon its deoliborations have an air of unroality, ‘Thc

clique itsclf is thc court of last appcal, on all "erucial" questions--iece,
quostions"ofrogine.” And this is illustrated by the January 1lst mooting which
Msat os o deciding body, usurping the functions of both PeCe and .Ce"

(Interral Bullotin, Vo, II Neo, 6, pagos 12 and 13)

 Wow what actunlly happencd? lLate in Deecmbor 1938, Comrades Cannon, Dunnec
and Smith had o conversation in Minncapolis concerning tradc union mattorse In
the coursc of his vork Comrade S -ith had dovcloped now contacts, The quostion of
how thesc contacts could be utilized te build our forccs in auto was discussed in
thce Minncapolis niccting of the throo corrados and some tentative plans were worked
cute It was agreced that Smith would submit the proposals to his contacts; furthor
conercte steps awaited tho rosults. . On Docomber 30th, Comrade Cannon rcceived a
virc from Smith informing hir that Swmith had made satisfactory agrecments with his
frionds and that hc and Dunnc would arrive din. New York to discuss plans more
ccnorotolys  Cannon himoiiately wirod Cochran (then in Flint) to comc te Now York
so hc could supply information on the auto situction with which ho was conversant,

Tho first informal ncoting between those four comrades took placc on New
Yoars ovce Irmicnsc possibilities were opened up for our work in auto, Plans for
a large-scalc, oggressive campaign worc cutlined, Tho Opposition sericusly ro=
proaches the out=of=-tovm cemradgs for the jesting roply rmde to querics cbout thoir
appearanco ot tho party affair "that they wanted te attend the New Year's Eve
partye" ™hnt stupidby and nonscnse} Do they ‘scricusly suggest that infornation
cbout such o highly confidontial mission os this be discussed, or cven information
given at o New Yeoar's Eve party=-of all placos? . Shachtman, Burnham and Clarke
wero, howover, csked to attend ap informal nceting the next day.

At the scssion the following doy at Camnon's home, a roport of the nocting
the previous day was given, proposcd plans for the canpaign worc outlineds The
plans wore for Cochran to roturn to Michigan to load our group in auto; Clark to

. - ‘ N ¢ - ‘
* 411 facts concerning mectirgs where the author was not prcsent have been

carcfully chogkcdeith official documents and participants at the mcotingse
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go to Dotreit feor porty work and Jules Gollor to Flint; confidential mattors
rclating tc the finoneing of the camprign viere discusscde Contrary to Opposition
insinuntiens littlc discussion tock placc over policy to be followed in auto=s=tro
shall rocturn to this point latsr, Thc carpnign was to be conducted undor the
dircetion of the N.C. rcmbors in the ficld with cuthority to docide practical
quostions on the spets By and lorge, this is the only way to conduct a scrious
trade unicn crmpnign, N"turallj the ficld cormittec was not froed of supervision
or of £irnl voto by the PeCe The preposcd plens worc approved by £ll prosont for
prescentotion, discussion und ratifiention or rojection by the Peolitical Cormittecs

(Incidontally, Folix Morrow wgs not proscnt ot this nceting as tho Opnqs1t10n
“ugurto in its docununt.) :

On Janu“ry 3rd ot tho Political Corrittec all morbors voro prcsnnt 1nclud1ng
N,C, mabers ! Clarkec, Morrow and Mcrgan (Q1+Orhﬂtb) and Iohrun and Roborts by
invitatiori, The plans for the carpaign worc prosonted as fully as possiblec by
Cannen &rd acecptcd by the cormittec without oprr51t10n cithor in,the discussion
or in thc votc, The only disocrdent notc was ‘struck by Ahorn whe was playing his
cld gare of clique poclitiecs, He pronrscd "thot Corircdo Clorko renain in N,Y. for
a poricd of 60 days tc werk on th Lppocl, ponding the addition of feoreces to the
Appealy thot ‘during the poriod of 60 dqu, the lobor scerctary UNidick) “procccd
to Mlchlgan to werk thorce, ossisting in'the party and tradc union orgqnlzhtlonal
worky™ It was of little 1ﬂpcrt“pce tc Aborn that Clarke had worked for over o
yoor and & holf in the Michigon arcas as orgenizery know all the comrades personally
and had cxecllont rolatiorns with thomg had many contacts armeng auto workers ond was
woll irfernoed«cn the problers cf the auto union, “born was concerncd, s always,
with rowarding a Ticrber of his clique for personnl loyaltys leo'Widlck a chadngo
"wlory" in o big c““D"lgnl ‘The trick usc of the'words "labor Scerctary®
in his retirh wére too nbvlcus o rhsc to deecive any of the mermboers of the cormittoce
Abcrnts ancndrcnt was dcfeated by 211 votes oxcop% thosc of Abom and'wldlck(t).

' Nn 1nt17“t10n was givon at this mnotlng or pruv1ﬂusly that anyonc ha 4 objcc-
ticns to the- Nowt Ybﬂr's censultntion or considercd it "usurping tho functions of '
both PeCe and N,C." How could there pes 81b1y have beoen cbjcctions to this ne
proceduro?’s Scores of such censultaticns héd oceurred previously ond subscquently.
ameng lending morbers of*the'party==consultations in which tho only.nmerbor of the
so=called "Crnnen clique" presont was Commen himsclf, Such consultations take place
in overy scricus orgﬂniz tlon that cver oxistcd, R : '

is a gcnor"I rulc practically all 1rportant formal dogisions arc prcoodcd by
informnl consultaticns and discussions in tho coursé.of which definitivg prans
firally teke shape, -Thero was nothing wrong in the Now Yenr's nceting nor .in thoe

‘New Ycar's Evo rmcoting nor in the prolininary consultations in the ficlde The

comrades involved descrve not criticism but crcdit for initiating the plans for tho
canpaign and doveloping them in informal ceonsultations in order to bring then
finally before the P.Ce in ‘the form of a practienl progran of actions Practically
all inmportont perty acticns arc initinted ord doveloped thrt way and connot bo of=
ficiently ‘proparcd army cther waye What the party nccds is moro comrades whe can

initiatc and dovolop practical plans for tradc union carpaigns and bring them bcforo
the F,C, for rat1f1cwtlon.

Sceendly, it should new be clear that highly confidential mattors worc dise
cussed at the ﬁéw Yoar's Day ‘octlng, That was quite clecar to the merbers of the
F.Ce ncoting at that timec,. Thero isn't space in this document tc relate tho
“numerouws occasiens vhen‘nhttprs rcquiring sccrecy hayc boen discussed by small

Y o : .
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cormittocse Nebedy over thought cr said in t-osc 1nstnncos that the failurc to
eall in all-F, C, merbers constitutod a "usurping" acticn, Everyone knew and
knows that this mcthod was chescen for the protcctlﬂn of tho party fron pronaturc
CT UNNGCeCSSIXyY CXPOSUrcy . ‘ '

Then why-=-the Oppositicn still asks=-wore Gould, ubcrn,'Widlck MoKinney
(thc other norbors of thc P.C,) not invited? For two very good rcasons besidos
theso. stated QbOVCQ : - , e

l, -:11 ~f thcsc prescont were porsonnlly dlrcctly 1nv01vcd in the con&on—
platcd act1v1ty. Mcrcover, two other carpaigns werc alroandy under way (thoe twico=
wockly Appecl drive, and the Froneh cormpaign)e Clarke had beon the active editor
of the Appeal up to that timey if he was to leave for Michigan somconc had to, tako
his placce Shachtran was unquosticnably the indicated person, ospocially since
the twice=wcckly would soon be a roality, Cannon was tc leave for Frqnco shortly,
His. plaec in the officc had to be filled by sonmconc during his absonce, Goldman
was suggosted. but it was indicated thot Goldman eould not leave Chicago for some
timc, In the moarmthilo, the proprsal was mode that Shachtnan and Burnhon take
over the cffice work with the assistance of Abcrn. All these motions arc rocorded
in the P.C. nminutes of Jonunry 3rd, : ' :

. . )

2. chrn's prcsenco in o nootlng where confidential information was roperted
-wds ccnsidored o disquicting factory Everyonc Imow that Abern's cliquom=consiste
ing cf irrcspensiblc people~~was always informed of cverything that ocecurcd in the
PaCo, in its formal and informal rthngS Evceryone know that tvrice beforc in
party hlstrrv--just prior tec fusicn with tho Lusteitc AJN.Py and just prior to the
- split in the S.P.*‘anfldeﬂtlul infermation of th'is kind had fallen into the hands
of cur.pgicnicse “born was not trusted, ond r~st of all not trusted by his present
caucus comrades, To’koop fbern cut of the necting and not croatc o footional
siturtion==so we innOﬂontly but nistakonly theought==no ~thor eomradec rogardless of
his prst ceithor on'the PeCe or NoC, or his trustworthincss could bo invited to

this nccting, Only crmrados dlroctly 1nv01vcd in the contenplated actlvity‘worc
called in. !

It wias a dclicatec probler, _Burnhan and Shuchtnan approciated it as nuch no
lcss than did the so-called mormbors of the "Cammon cliquo,” The fact that they
feund ~bjeetions to the proccdure pest factun, "in the Spring" thoy say, derived
fror entiroly diffcront reasons than - rbjection to the procodure, Theoir objoction
today, the raising-of this nccting is a picec of thc st brasen dishoncsty=-o-

cewerdly ronunciaticn for facticnel roasons f an action noccssary for perty growth
and act1v1ty. : .

It nay appear thot tho N Yoarts neccting occuplos an inordinatoly lcng
spnce in this decument, ontlrely rut cf all proporticn to its real importanccs
But the ro der nust rorerbor that it is not the sp-called "Cannbn' elique" which
put the New Yoarts ncoting on the agenda of the party disoussione +his question
has boen persistently raiscd by the Oppesiticn, and yot, strangoly ocnough theso
chanpicns ~f "truth" and "morals" deliboratoly fail +o nentien the rost vital
"truth" which cmerged at this ncoting, .

Fellewing reperts oand discussion of the situation in Michigan, of tho toche
nical and financial aspcets of the campaign, thc mceting turncd its attention to
personncl, Clarke agreed to leave NyYe for the pest of Dotroit organizer and
Cochran te roturn tc Michigen.  As a natter of coursc, Shachtnan wos asked to -
assunc full-time duty as editor of tho Appenls Tc the groat stupefaction of all,
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Shachtnan doclinod the "menincticr”, Thon with onc of his chortctoristic spceoches—-
whore he trics te anticipate cbjocticns by admitting guilt in advance=-Shachtnan
decelarcd his intcntion -f quitting full time party wdérk to scck a job-ir privoto
industry, Ho hed porscnal difficultics and ncoded rierc ‘incomo,- The canpeigrt in
aute, the drive for the twicec=wockly Appcal, the intcrvontion in France would ro<
nove Connen frgm the center-~all of this Shachtmon had subordinated to his personal
preblom,  Mere jrrertant his dcsorticon f full=tinc work at this crucial 1 nont,
weuld heve. jecpardized thosr, camp&lvns to the great dobmncnt of tho px‘ogress of
tho party, : .

¢ -

Shachtrion was awarc c¢f 211 this, Forhaps Shachtman belicved he was oc nfrented
with a grrup of hard-boiled, callous fanatics for whon persenal problemns de net and
ennnet cxist, -If ho actunlly ontertoined any such inercdible notion, ho was ‘quickly
disillusicncd, Truc tho cemrades werc infurintod by Shaehtran's anncuncencnt of
dcseorticn--hut thoy supprossod this anger to suggest financial arrangoriont® that
weuld previde a s~luticn for his perscnal preblom within the novenients  The *top
party wage of $30400 por weck was offornd hin and it was oxplainod how this wage
could be guarnntced, Still Shachtman remncined adanant in his doclination,

Finerlly, ~fter nen like Cennen, Dunnc and Debbs made specch aftor spoech  inploring
end begging Shachtron tc ecrsent, ho said ho would. "think it cvor" and give his
nNSWor w&thin the "mxt tvio duvs.

At the P,C. mcctmg cn Janua'y 3rd,' Shachtnan accépted tho *propesal but nodo
surc to couple it with thoe threat thot he was sorving notice that the first tine
the nenoy failed tc be,paid he weuld leave the editership for -on cutside job, ‘
Significantly cncugh, Burnhar nover uttored. n sclitary word during the discussiof
cf Shachtian's rclo, Undn wubtedly he was ceting on o principle-=the principle that
the prty hns no right te interfore in the porsenal lives of its loadcersy ne
right to ask thom to suberdinatc their perscnal problons to theé necds of the nevoe
rncnty ne right "to domand sagrifiices fren them in a crucial situntion, How nust
the worker fecl towards a party which asks himeto sacrifice his 1lifc in o striko
or demenstration and yet econsidors the screnc eoln of tho 11VOS ef its potty
bo urg001s lecaders a realm which it d'lro Rot dlsturb?

Y

,That .revelting pieturc: of Shuchtman, the professional rovoluticnist, threat-
cning "t dosort his post in tire of crisis, lcft an indeolible inpression in the!
rminds of the witnosses on thc sconoe If Shachtnan would know vhat si: ngla ineident,
nere than anything clsc, weakenod ne y, alncst shattored our confidemee in hin
lot hin tum bock to tho New Yoar's day moctinge If Shachtman would know tho .
historical procedents for his potty-bourgecis tondoncy--precent XIT added to the .

chain of clowon irrcfutablc ard annihilating preoodonts cited by Comrade Trotskyws
lect hin turn back to the Now Yorr's Day mcoctinge — se

2 -Shachtnen -Burnhan’ Roverso tho Pelicy of tho Ficld

: Cl’xrko 'x}'rivcd in Dotroit cn M" nday, J’xnunry 16the By that timc. the fuctional‘
struggle bct'vecm Martin and, thé Stelinists had cnee again broken V1olcntly inteo*the
opone ~The pross was full of cha‘gcs and ccuntor-chargos, The atmosphero was tonso -
ard it was cbvicus that this was the showedown strugglce Clarko discussed at. -léngth
with the locnl auto wrkor co nrades their inprossiensdf the struggle and hoard their
suggesticns for perty pelicys, The next day and the day aftor the discussion cone
tinued in Flint between Cechran, Clarke, Julos Gellor, the Johnsons and Adams,
leading perty unionist in Michigan cn‘a union assignnont, Thoe policy agreed upon
woss an attack on both Martin and thé Stalinistsy = canpaign which contered its,
nain omphasis og the. unity cf the UdANa agfunst both groups- and tho fnmtlon of
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o. Third Group, with a pcsitive pregran of unien actdon, as the wohicle for this
cempaign, - The question of which cenvention (Dotroit or Cloveland) we would support

was loft unonswered as net vital 4 the main line, and as dopendont on covents which

were doveleping with o terrific spced but in an undctermined dlrcctirnt W widl
discuss the validity of this or that pclicy later on in this docuricnts ‘Here we
wish nercly to statc the facts. Snithwas contacted by 1rig distancc wire and ho
indicnted essontial agrconont with the pelicye For practiceal rcasons, 1t was ine
pessible tc cntact comrade Dunnce

)

A deeisicn was udnptod to sumnon a naticnal auto conforcnecec to discuss tho
prlicy cutlined aboves On Sunday, Janurry 26th, «auto workers and ecnrades activo
in thc auto centers cf Detrcit, Flint, Tolcdo, Clovoland and Scuth Bond gathored
in Dgtreit, After a lengthy, 1ivcly dlscus51on, in whiech alncst overy dorirade
tcok part, the pelicy and tho preposcd progran of the Third Group subnitboed to the
ccnferonec were unonincusly adcpteds +he ccrrodes loft for their hrme towns “full’
cf onthusiasn fcx the plon of actién ard oagcr to got the cQPpalgn undeor weo

Lato that night in ccnsultatl n with. COmradcs C-chran and’ Adans, Clarke
wrotc a ecmbined policy-orticle and news-story for tho‘Appo"l ond mo iled it -
air-rnail-speeial delivery te NoYs A copy of the s~¢_-art1clo was also mailed to
Dunne in Minnenpolis, The article was purpcscly va §8%8bout the Cleveland ond
Dotroit cmventicns in linc with the poliey adcpted thEho confcronec that afber-

nocne Its main firc wos dircoted against both Martin and tho Stalinists as split-

tors, Its slogan was unity. Its mothcd the intorventicn of the rank and filoc,
The ontire pelicy was sumnod up in tho rponlng scntoncesy .-

"Detreit, Jan, 23 == Tho Unltod Autenicbilo Workérs of IneYica, which
fought and dOfO“tOd the biggest rnencpoliés in the cnuntry, is now being split
w idc opon by two contenders for povicrs’

"Unloss the rank and filc spoaks upy oand speoks up soon, the unlon‘w111
bc a smoking ruin, pewerless to flght the corporations, unoblo to shicld tho

interests cf the unemplcyeds The ontirc labor movement will suffor a nmajor disw
astoras

"én the cnc side, is thc "Exccutive Board Majority", consisting of the
unicn-wrocking Cermunist Party-Unity Group erowd in alliance with recactionarios
who formorly supported Martine On the cther side is the Martim group, conposed of

. fow betten=heavy officc=hclders and backed by very snolly allioncc of
roactlrnarlos and chcstoncltos..." - S
This article==ncrc accuratcly, the policy containcd thorein=~cnccuntercd
viclent cppesiticn from the leading cemrades in NeoYe (It rnust be peinted cut hore
that Ccrrade Camnen had alroady loft for France snd did nct .roturn to NeY, until
Sarmior, long aftor tho autc disputc had subsidode  Tho P.C. Vins cnbircly frco fron
Tho dircct influcnce of ony maabor of the "Cammon cliguo" ond undor the irmcdiato
1eadershlp of Burnham-Shochtman)e Cenfreonted,with this sharp disagrecment over -

tradc unicn pelicy with leoading cenrades in tho fiold, how did this "loadcrship" !
roact? . n

. Inmediately Burnham sat down at his typowriter and ®anged cut an cditorial
diamctrically oppositc in linc frém that propesed by the article sumarizing the
poliey adopted by the Field Coermittec and tho National Auto Confcronco. The nain
line of the Burnham odltorlﬂl read as follcws:

b

<,
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"They (the Stalinists) have new takon thoir final stope. Fo?rlng with good
rcascn te faec o roally donc crntic and Troproescntative conventicn of tho rank and
filc of the ontirec uricn, they hove forced o snllt of tho Exceutive Beard and called
their tc:go cenvention in "lovnlnnd;.. :

14

"The futurh of the union mcvenent in quto docs 1ct and cqnnot 110 with the
Cleovcland ruppvt ShiWees

"It is timc fcr the militant cnd progrossive rank and filc %o assert
their own rights, to takec <vor ~their own union ‘in thoir own' noncs The locals nust
GIGoE thoir dolegatcs té the Dotreit (Wertin) convontion, not to subnmit to Mhrtin
but tc ro-oeteblish tho rulec -f the norbers ~vor thoir cwn unicnese”

The oricntation of this editorial was clecarly for the Martin conventicn, as
can bo soon, despite the sovorc ccndermaticn f Martin's policy and the call fer the
frrmeticn of 2 Third Group, Burnhan did one cre rovealing thing in his oditrrlal
which exprsus the ulbinmatistic attitude of the cloistered 1ntelloctual toyards the
werkors, The edit-rial clesol with a spocific. elght-pﬂlnt progron for the Thard
Grrup to adrpte Clarke's articlo deoliboratoly “loft the pregran in genoral "terns
sc that it cruld be issucd frr the first time nct by the S,W,P, or by the Sociglist
Arpcal but by the Thirg Group which was alroady in proccss 6T*fhrnnt1ﬂn. We
wonted the pregran to appoar as the prrduct of an indepondont group of cuto werkors,
Burnhan apporently wontod te dietate it tc tho Wwérkers—=n- doubt in thc” idtorests
of "scicnge" md "truth.," Onc 'rere burcnueratic sturt *thoso "sonsitive", “denod
crotic" leaders pullod boferc theoy cntered the FeCe mootings Thoy roviscd Clarkc's
article=-="Bewdlorizod" is a<bottor word--in just on-ugh placeg “te conplotely
cherge its meaning tc the 6xactséppesite of whnt it had originally “saide This myst
have boen the werk of Shachtrman vhe has shewn hinmsclf quitc adopt at using the same
zrguricnts tc suppert dianctrically controry rﬂllcios. Hew intercsting is tho
ernparison betwoen the brutal way thoy troated an article fien the ficld and the
lcud ermplaints thoy £ill P,C, moctings with when as nuch as a shedo 'of a ncaning
~f the prociﬁus 1itcrcti Burnhan, Shachtman, MacDenald and Co, is changed?

Tho Prlitical Cormittcco minutes ~f January 24, 1939 rcad as fcllows s

"Articlo by Clarkc ~n thc aute situation read,

*

"Bditerial by Burnhon rcad.'. o '

"Mcticns by Burnhant (1) Te adept the main 1fno of tho oditrrial
preparcd by Burnhan on the UAW as crbodying cur pelieys (2) tc rovisc the nrtlclo
of Ccrrade Clerke in sccordance with the linc of the editerialy (3)° to publish
the olitcrl 1 und rovisod qrtlolo in tho curront issud of tho Appeal, Car?icd.

"Gencral dlscu5310n rn Twct:wn and autc prlicy. ! .

Obscrve here (and this is two=thirds ¢f the reccerded riinutes, the ronaindor
will be quocted later) that therc is ne nmoticn, no suggesticn no intimatien thut
befere adepting o pelicy cr“h]atolf at loggerheads with the Fiold Cornittee and
the Natirnal Aute Conforeneo==the cormittec was in the slightest degrec interested
in gnining additicnal infemotion from the ccnrades on the scono. Nct cven & hint
that scme Po,Ce comrade, cr the antire P.Co n1ght go out to the'ficld to. got
infcrmation and d cbate the pelioy; net oven a hint that ono of tho Fiocld comrades

1ight be ealled inte No.Y, for the samec purpcsc=-nol thesc thoughts didn't covexn
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ontor the ninds of Burnhom's "dencerats." Even the simple proprsal that ne article
~r just 2 goneral nows story appcar in thc noxt clition cf the Appcal until a nore
thorough and rrunded discussicn eculd be held with the Ficld Comrados scemed as
ronctc as Burrham's prescnt connecticn with cur novenont ¢

The Prlitical Cermittce, 5 rut of 7 merbore «presont; was grantcl the fermal
right by the Naticnnl Cormittoe te make dccisions betweon its plenary neotingse
Burnhan and Cre worc burcaucratically insisting upcna this forma 1 right in o

proctieal trade unicn mattor 700 niles from the scenc of acticn without ccnsultation -

cf the emrades involved and in dircct cpresiticn to the desires and poliey

claberated by thesc comrades., They kmow, —cronver, thnt comrades fron five citics
had rct and cndnrscd-the Field pclicye They hﬁd been informed in a lettor to -
Shachtran accempenying the article by Clarko, hoy arguc teday that Clarke was
raniss in his dutics.for nwt scnding nere claborate infermeticn to tho PeTs¢ Sup=
p~sc that is truc--althcugh thore werc oxtenuating circumstances, constant noctings
with auto werkeors with cur own conrades and the beginnings ~f work in o now sit-
untién=-dcos that theroby give this cormittec the preregative to act like peeved
scheel: childron and scys "Since you failed te supply us with information wo will
nct ask yeu for any and wo will adept a pelicy without your infofnaticn and-
against:yrur lince" In cur mevenment, this preecdurc’'goos by thu néroe of “rovonge
pﬁlltics“--tho chﬂrﬁctoristic cf petty=brurgoecis 1oqdors.

Stlll, tﬁ cqrry thﬁ~ugh the p(llcy without CAnsultlng the Fiold Cenrades

was a littlc tce brazon cvon for "daring" goneralsy & discussion onsucd, cpencd
by Le, on NoC, morbor nct cn tho Fe.Cs, over sencbedy going to Dotroit for gonsulte’

aticn,s Hew did Burnhon and Co, regard the prrprsal for crnsultaticn? Te iron cud
a cormrn policy? To obtain informeticn? If the discussien at the P.C. ‘mocting
had amny reaning ot all, it was tc the offcct that the FeCe mombor weuld go to” the
ficld tc put tho PeCs linc cover cn the Field Crmrades, Hore is how tho minutes
reads '

"Motion by Aborn: Thet Cecmrade Widick ge tn Dotreit and Dunnc come thoro
from Minncopclise ' C : '

"Arcndrment by Burnhanl Thot Shachtran go inétoad ~f Widick, Carricd,
‘Wldlck rocordcd agoinst, - '

"WREETING _DJOURNED" .

An instructive little sconce An oxhibiticn in niniature, in a practieal
action, of thc basic characteristics ~f the Minerity ornblnﬁtlon as rcvealod in
the proscnt iﬂtornal strugglo.

1. Burnham the father rf the prlicy ﬂnd the maker of the nm- tlrn ~n the.
pclicy docs nrt vcluntobr tc gece He proreses to’ send insteoad an crrand bey
(Shachtrman), And ncbody coven propescs Burnham, Burnhqm, you sco, is tho aristo=
crat cf the cormittces ho dcos.the brain werk; the "dirty job" of going rut into

the field, cf persunding ccmrades of a p’llcy ~r of corrying it cut is not within
the provinee of his class,

2, Abern prerescs Widicke, Why Widiek? Cruld Widick oven ecnvinee a
Yipscl of o poliey ho didn't bolicve in? Could Widiek ¢vén convey information
cerreetly 1f he was in disagrecment with it? It is not'casv to give an affirmetive
answer to this quostion, But Widick is a nomber of ‘Iborn's clique~~if the ‘boy
cculdn't go for the "glory" originally, lct him go néw te teach these insolent

R |
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"Carnenites" their placce The vetc is takon, Nebedy is for Widick but Widick
hirsclf (and why nct? Wosn't Widiek Leber Scerctnry?), Poor Widieky If cnly ho
had half as much nbility as doncoitd v -

" Just beforc Shachtman beardoed the flanc £or Dotroit, the committec nade a
final gesturc ~f disrcgdrd ond centenpt for the ficld comrades: Tho technieal
cdit~r ~f thc Apporl docked up thc ferms of the paper conmtaining Burnhan's
rre=Mortin oliterial and Clarke's bowdlerized articloe and preparced it for tho
rresse Bvidently teo nake an agroonment ocasior, S

3+ Shachtnan Up In Tho Air

~ Early Tuesday n-rning, Jorunry 25th, Shachtnan arrived in Dotrcit, Tho _
samc afterncen Dunnc cane by train from Minncarclis, Smith cduld not Atfond bgeauso
cf important unicn businoss, Discussirns bogan almost immediatoelf, with Dumnc,
Shachtnon, Clarke and Cochran participating, md continuod for more than five ,
hrurs withrut intcrrupticn, Shochtman came to Detroit, if the unanimcus docision
of thce ¥.,C, moons anything, as a dofenioer of the Burnhan pclicy for whiech he had
vetods But Shachtrman rads rnr ottempt te c-nvinco us ~f the corroctnoss of this
pclicys He confinod himself tc questions arising frer doubts in his gym rgiﬁd; to
quosti-ng Shachtmon's hypethetical "werkor",was liable to ask, to abrupt’denarnds
fer "yos" and™no" onswors tc¢ "conerctt® quosticns, to spoculaticns about the future
of tho laber movement, to-proecdents of all varicticse Shachtman had ne 'firnm,
indopondent pesiticon < f his wn, A peoor atterncy for Burnhom,. he was firnmly
convincod ~nly <f his rvm "dcwts", By ton or cloven -t'clock that night, in the
cpinicn cf all the ~thors, 8hachtman w as rcady ¢~ change his prsition in favor
cf that cf the field c-mrandes, Ho was already sccking answers to questions péople
likc Burnhan night osk abrut their linee But just arcund that time, Corrado Adans
cntered the room with a copy of tho nmerning edition f tho Dotr-it Froc Press
carrying tho hoadlincs "MARTI® BOLTS CIO", Dunne was the first tc spoak cn this
drastic turn in cvents, He pcintod -ut thit nAw we mubt turn ~ur line sharply
in faver f the Cloveland CIO convonticn, The majority of the aute workers favore
cd the CIO ond déspiscd the AFL in which dircotion Mortin was now turning, Any
cther prliey would cut us adrift frem the main strean of the auto werkors noves
rmont and isclatc us trgethor with an insignificant mincrity in tho Martin group,.

1

With the speed of a roeciling spring, Shachtnan scizod up~n the prsition
cutlinod by Dunnc, Yos, ho was frr it wholchcartedly, ' It sconcd he was hcaving
a sigh of rcliof at roturning to his taskemasters in N,Y, with a pesition wnlike
cither thot ~f Burnham or tho criginal policy of the Fiold Committcc, Unfortunntce
ly fcr Shachtman, hwever, Clarke and Ccéhran cculd a0t f£ail to sce the logic of
Dunnc's renarks and quickly arrived at agrocront with tho new pclicy, (Lator it
will bo dorv nstrated that the pro=CI0 crnventin ¢ rientation was a nrdificaticn nf
the Ficld Cormittoc linc nad did not clash with it as it did with the Burnhan
policye): - In reality Shachtman was nct copvineed .of the pre=I0 vonvention line any
mere.than he had been convinced of the pro=iartin lino. b

A gord part ~f the discussicn was devoted -n Shachtman's insistence to an
crganization questicnsr Did the Ficld Cormittoo "have "independant" or meroly
"autcnemcus" pewers?  Bhachtman aceoptod ~ur assurances that wo wanted no "indo-
pendonoo” from the PeCe, thot we w cro entircly proparcd as a matter of ccurse to
be subcrdinmnted te it, that wo wanted cply the "autonomv" the P,Ce had unanin usly
voted us in its January 3rd nicoting tc formulate tactics on the spot without pricr
censont of the PoCew=all of those carncst assurances were accoptod by hin with
considorablo scopticism,

1
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‘Before ‘tho. neoting broko up Sh‘ohh'mn triod. Ho. p'ovml uprn “ne’ of us to
rcturn te: NeYo tc-holp econwinee thé- P’.C. “f the now . linc,. . But this was cut ~f the
question teonusc of pressurd cf the werky All the way dewn to tho airpert Shocht=
non kept trying tc crnv1ncc 'nc of us to roturn with hin .and - cOnstantly ropoatings
"I wish I were as suré gs ydu-arc thqt your pc11cy is.corroct" But the discussicn
wos: over and H Llct Ghabhtnan”wont up in thg . air again. ; R
SEE DRI - 14 Burnhun Cracks thc Burcqucrntlc Whlp ST T e

[

Shachtrmun reperted the po sﬁzlon he had taken in.agrcegent with tho Fiold
Cormittoo tr the PoCe the noxt dayd . (The- nirm'bo*s-'rcpf’rt 71l prosont with tho
oxcopticn of Canncn "(cut of tcvm)“ and Gruld %(i11)"4 . Mrrrow and L wore also
prosont ag§-NeG, norBors, ~Shachtnen nppcqrod ot this noccting, according t6 the
- tostineny of ‘both L. and- N’crrn'w, nct as, o Qﬂrtlsan battling:-for his cenvieticns but

rather as 3 ropertor. retuihng inférnoticne  The .~vchenonge ‘ard- drivo With vwhich -
Shelohtran is now tryirng te- ehmgc the *rﬂrty 5, pcsiticn o niide fupdanontal Marxist
d(otrino can -be- genpered with his attltudo at that mootzng cnly by likarding it to
the. harsh . unmeasured “tonos with Whldh tho potty-bourgccis radieal:-lashcsat ethe

cxbrnnlst" :Bedsheviks nd his' gontlo, ohlcling words admonishing ‘the roachicnary -
bourgeoisie. How -icruld it b6t 'thcrw1sc? ‘Vlth;n o periiod - of:'48: heurs -Shachtnan :
hod, takon twe basicglly contradictory pcsitirns, ‘Mo had begon cqually cenvineod’

T oueh: r £ thon-=ncre accurutely5 equwlly seoptical rf bothe : Uncenvinecd himsclf,
hrw o uld ho pessibly convinec rthCrSY Yot, the facts rf bho auto. situation -
Shacktran hads resenpod in his rorrrt wcrc sc rorsuasive that: McKintoy and Iy cono
te agrecmgnt with the rrc-bIO crnVGntlcn oricntatlvn bnforc Shuchtman's rcturn frcm
Dotrut. . , Lt

. i

Tho Cnm;lttef‘ r‘xmutos rcad as fo’llmwkg A

spEan P . mmme, Januf«q 26, 1988 .0 oo ol R

, fRur(rt by Shachtman Cn the Detrtit c*nfcnonc@ and policics recrnnended !
on thn U.;W BORE . C e . :

p "Extonded"'dis'cuss' tenon ’qiz'{:‘n‘ ‘pﬂ‘iic‘y.

MM-tHicn by Shachtrong That tho matcrlql in, thc Sﬂclalist Appcﬂl be
rovisod before distributicn os’ follows; (1) .The. latost deelaraticn of Martin is

a reactisnary stop roproscmting a split fren the CIO tc.the AF of L, that is,” fron,
tho nain stromy «f:the hilitant,” prcgrcssivc.,' mdusbrlal unicn novenont and in '
capitulatisn to tho AF if I.rnchgnc* 10ﬂVing bchind, in tho ranks of tho CIO0 the .
bulk. of the- "rgoeniged vierkors 1nvr1vod; (2) Wo nust pmmt Put thnt. tho Stalinists
bear the main rosnrn51bi11ty for' dr1v1ng tho .progressive clements in the Martin rﬂnks
to an oxtremg and unsuppcrtablé redeti-n t\ thoir provecaticonsy | (3) Wer stﬂnd ‘
at the .present staoge, for-amity insidd tho CIO, net oxeluding the variant «F a

futurc Mortin union convorting Its prosonft nincrity intec a docisive majcritys

(4) In rricnting on the Cleycland ot nventicn, we call ~n the monbers tc go there
tc fight against tho Staliﬁis't rccorc}, progran, ;md loadorship.. (My onphas:.s-G C, ),

"Fer 1;. :Agu nst- 2; ‘kborn nn‘b ‘v tlng; McKlnney absthmmg. (My enph'zs:w-G C )

‘v;.

Motion by Burnhcnt‘ T,‘o rcaffn‘n tho pvszjclnn taken Tuosday( e,
"For 3 (Bur:nhan, “Ildmck, ubcrn) .&g"lnét 2 (Shachtman,; McKirinoy).. vt

i
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"Motion by McKinney: That the article in the Socimlist Appeal on the auto=
mobile situation be revised along the following lines: '
1- To support the Cleveland convention on the ground that the majority of the auto-
mobile workers will go to Cleveland since this will be. the officiaml CIO convention,
This is in line with the p031t10n of the party for support of the CIO in preference,
to-the AF of Li . ,
2= The resignation of Martin from the National Council of the CI0 is = henkMerd stop
awey from the CIO and logicelly leeds toward the AF of L. : ‘
3= The workers of Cleveland must be warned that the Stalinists bear the main raspon—
sibility for the difficulties that have arisen in the UATU despite the fact that
Martin's .course has not been one that would make for unity and a militant union.
4« The Cleveland convention pust understand that the automotile workérs must insti-
tute & struggle aghinst the Stalinist wreckers and: drive them from the union,
For 2 (icKinney, Shachtman), Against 2 (Widick, Burnhem); Abern not. voting. .1,
N.C. Consultatlve vote for McKinney motion,. (My emphasis ~=G.Cs)

-

"MFWHM wrmmmw "-a f"'i' AR EWT?;”'”
IA comparing the tmo motions it is. obvious from the underliped sectlons in
Sha"htman s motion,that MeKinney!'s p031tion was far from positive ahd much less

equivocal, Here again the actions of people are more. revealing. and. instructive
than all the speeches about themselves:

Widick votes against, His toes hed beon stepned on and now he is getting
his revenge on the ,'Cannon’ elique'™ - :

Abern abstains from taking a p051t10n as he does on all polltlcal quest1ons
so he can be freed to ma e any organlzatlonal combination the needs of the mcment
dictate. His vote == "not voting" =- is the decisive ballot defeating the MeKinney
motion, (In the Feb, 7th F,C, meeting Abern corrects the minutes to the effect that
he should have been “recorded as voting egainst both motions,". This is a patent
fraudy First the secretary could not. possibly have recorded him 1ncorrect1y on both
motions. And second, this weasel device "not voting" is a méthod almost distinctive=~
1y peculiar to Abern. The minutes of the P4C, contain innumerable examples of Abern

"not voting". By his abstentionist vote Abern was freedng his hands foF a bloc with
Burpham, His vote reaffirming the, Tuesday p051t10n commits Abern only to a pollcy
made prior to the hearing, of Pv1dence, but it is cancelled out by "not voting"
the other motions, Thus Abern.is, as usual, cormmitted only to persons. but not to
policies, o ' :

1 .

Burnham remeins ademant, Nono of the overwhelming facts presented by*
Shachtman had the slightest effect upon him. Nor did the p051tion of as outstand-
ing a trade unionist and responsible party leader as Vincent Dunrie, Nor the cone
version of Shachtman tc the position of the Ficld Committecs Nor the flact that

L ese and McKinney, also oxpericnced unionists, were in agrecment with the pro-CIO
convention orientations. Of what importancc could the evidence or the people be to
Burnhar whose position derived from o syllogism of formal logic?

\

Hav1ng voted dﬁMP the Field Committee's polloy, the PeC,s only then eonfront:.
its most disturbing problem, Thg mecting did not adjourn pronptly as the skotchy
ninutes Seem to indicgte, but: it continued for many hours after, The patently
absurd "majority" that defeated Shachtman's motiocn (1 for, 2 agalnst 1 net voting,
1 abstaining), McKinney's twotion ( 2 Ffor, 2 against, 1 not voting) and carried

" Burrhom's rotion (3 for, 3 against) deprived the ‘P,Cq of tho moral authority to en=
force its positiocn. LxOOOO(”hO had no vote, urged the comrades to.give the Field

Cormittec the right of wa Morrow, who continued to sgrce with Burnhan!' s roldéy,
joined L'#-. in this proposal.
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But these pleas fell on’'deaf ears, Shachtmen-did not comec to their assist-
anocse He failcd to carry out his promisc to the Field Committee viz. in case of
disagrcement to publish a non-ctrmittal news stery in the Sccialist Appeal until
cne or all of thc Field Comrades could arrive in New York for further consultations .
He frniled tc pross the suggostion for a Plenary sassion of the NeCe which was dis=
carded by the meoting becouse it wasn't feasible and would take toc long to convenes.
He tetrayed the Ficld Comnittec ard hinsslf by rersly giving lip-scrvice to their

position put capitulating under prrssure to Burnhomg

In fact, by this tine he'wes already in a blec with Burnhan on tho“organiza- DY
tior" U“Stlon: vhat were the formal:powers of the PeCe? With the question now .
turncd upsidc dovm, ard with MeKinncy, Abern and Widick joining in the bloe, Barnhan T

wus in o position to crack hlS bureaucra+ic vhip,
o
The only conditicn,’Burnham threatened, whercby the field could have precoe
dericc over Tthc FeCe wWould bs onsc in which he would resign I'rom the cormittoec, ct
Aborn irmediatoly jumped intc tho broachg vnat an oxccllont opportunity for crenting
a party crisis] Yos, hc too irould rosign, oven though by his owm admission it vas

a practical mottor and tho ficld might conccivably have its vuy. And Widick, trave
Widick, hc would likowisoc rosigne

Whot o disgraeccful cxhitition}

" In facc of thoso throuts tho riccting wd journcd sine dic, The Appeal cene
off the pross with the Burnhomistic pro=Martin convention policy smoaring its front.
PagGe '

Just reflect on th1s fatoful incident for a mlnutOg

A group of field workers, authcrizcd by the Politieal Conp;ttoc to diroet o
trade unicn campaign, adopts o policy on a practical trade union natter. Their
position is concurrcd in by all the renk and filc comradcs direcctly cngsged in tho
situationes Thc Political Committco, without consultation with thoso corirados, ro=
verscs their policy, It scnds a ccnpetent reporter to the ficld who roturns to
Now York in agrocrcnt with the Fiold Committce, The PeCe by o voto of 3'to 2, or
2 to 2 with 1 "not voting" rcjccts his roport. The P.C, knows that cvery menber
of the National Cormittcc, to which it is subordinated, who .is cognizant of £he
situantion favors the Ficld policys In facc of this crystal clear situation, the
P.Ce rsfuscs to make any conccssion te the Ficld oxcept on onc cordltlon, that
Burnhan, Aborn, Widick, thrco of its lcading merbors rosigne Intinmidotoed by this
threat, the PeCe dccides toc ram its uapcpular policy; dovm: the throat of workers in
the. fibld' -

If this ish't burcaucracy, vhat do you call i%?

Tho act of recsigneticn, under circumstances suoh as these, cspceially frcm
loading cormittccs of the party, is the hallmark of the petty-bourgcoois, The petty=
bourgcois cannct tolérate the idea of being in a mincritye Thus during tho auto
crisis Burnhon, Abcrn and Widick worc preparcd to throw the party into crisis in
order to avoid nuklﬁg a conc08310n to'the Ficld, Their split linc tcday is only a

legical culninatien of their resignation llno onc yooar §goe
‘

L

Not a word appoars of this rosignation in the "Burcaucratism Document" which
succocds in lcaving the auto crisis untouched frem Jan, 2nd omward == whon it really

got under way! That's Burnhaniseconception of truth: don't print the ncws danaging
to yous

".‘. )
.
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Ve Thc -"Supprossion" of tho Appeal

i

The samc night, Thursday, Jon, 26th, Dunnc still in Detroit roccived o
long=distancse call from Shachtnan inforning hin of the slap in tho facgkhc PeC, had
siven the Ficld Comnmittecy It is difficult to cxpress our anger and roscntnont ot
the scandalous nction of the Pelitical Cormittoos o dceidcd that Dunnc was to
leave for New York at the carlicst possiblc norent for further consultation with
the PoCe Far from defying the Pelitical Cormittcc, as ninority slonder has it, we
vore- making overy coffort te crrive at om amicable agree ment, Yot beforc Dunne
could appcar in How York tc further persunde the cormittec, thousands of copics of
" '%he 'Seeialist Appeal would arrive in Detroeit, Flint, Tcledo, and Clovelaznd, ™o
verc faccd vith o difficult, complicated problon,

.- It was, to be durc, cur party duty to scll and distributc tho official party
‘organe But wo know frem cxporicnce, and later ovents confirned our opinion, that
thc Burnhan 1linc would rosult in catastreophe for us as a similar linc did for the
Levestoncites, - We weuld nocke ancther attonpt to cenvinee the PeCy  In the necantine
wic were deternined that our werk would net be jeopardized =- the P.Ce dceision waos,
sc¢ to spdéak, not irrcvccobles To proparc the comradcs for the shock of the
Burnhonistic Appcal, to softon the vielent roaction on the part of pcople who had
yostorday boen so onthusiastic and sc unanimows for the Ficld Cormittecc poliecy, con=
. rades Cochran ard Clarke wiont dircetly to the rank and file comrades in the four
principal auto contorsi Vo cxplained tho situation in torms that'swiorc doliboratoly
intended to proscrve the prostige of the P.C, from the frightful danage it hod ine
flictcd upen itsclfs” Wo worc not cntircly succossful in this task, it is truc =-
the bufcaucratic rictheds of the cormittee stuck out like a sore thuib from our cure
tain of alibis and subterfugess e urged tho comrades net to distributc the Appeal
and cpenly tcck the rospensibility for this action upon oursclves, pointing out how
.socricus and cxtraordinary a ncasurc this was,

But littlec urging was nccessary, On the contrary, not a singlc copy of the
Socinlist ippcal would have beon sold or distributed had we pounded the table, ine
voked tho party constitution and shouted cursclves hearse, The progran handod ‘déwn
te the rank and filc werkers violated their- judgnents and convi-sticns to the utmost,
They had a perfoct right tc ask that distribution of that issuc be held up until
their complaints had been fairly heard,

This would soon an clomentary axion of party dcrnoeracy, During the time of
-discussion, a 'ninority is not ccorced into carrying on public activity in bohalf of
the policy to which it is cpposcds Follewing the discussion and deckion, discipline
applics universally to all, Thesc whe do not accept the discipline cither loave the
party or arc cxpclled from ite Not so for Burnham, however, For hin there is a
dcublc standard: onc fer the lendcrs, onc for the rank and file; onc for the "intel=
- loctuals™and onc for the workcrs, Thus Burnharm lccturcd the Toledo, Cloveland and
Dctroit branchos in o lotter signod by himsclf for the Pelitical Cormittocs

"The only respensiblc way in which your branchcs cculd have procceded would
have been to distribute the Jippcal in the usual nmanncr and in the neamvhilc teo make
known your protost and to attompt te sccurc a roversal of policys Fron your point
of vicw this would have ncant trcuble with rcspeet to the workers in auto and perhap
- clsowhere whe weuld havs boen reached by those. issucs of the Appeals But that tone

porary trouble, soricus as it night have scened or boon, would not and docs nok
conparc to tho trouble tc the party as a whele, considered by the action you actuall
did takes ™o do not cxaggeratc whon wo sqy that your suppression of the JAppcal has
struck a hoovy blow == ndt prinarily at thc Po,C, as it night perhaps have sooned to
you at the tinc «=- but at the ontirc party and its functions It will tc sonc tine

bofere the party wholly rccovere from this blow, :

-
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"™§o hope thot thesc considoraticns will makc cloar -to your branches the or-
goniz ational attitudo you adopted was imperhissible, rmust be reversod, ond raled out
fer the futurc," ‘ ' ¢

- »

Noticc tho stiff, uncompreénising tone of these porographs, They betray the
ron totolly inoxperienced with the *erkers movenoent, where the official party paper
has to be withheld fron circulation many timcs for prastisel raasons or over disagreo=
nents with the contor of tacticsi Defoct thoe purty in o class stugzic action,
compronisc the rank and file workers in the cyes of their shop-riator and follow=
unionists == this the artrogent petty-bourgools can do without batting ar cyciash, Butb
ncver, nbver rust you darc infringe on an arbvitrary principle sct up by thc burcaucrat
in his officce ‘ ‘ '

we did not contest Burnhamis lottor in the ficld’, although it alone night havo
sct afcot o rank and filc rovolt the rceverborations of which weuld have been buzzing
to this day in the cars of Burnhan and Cos ‘W prevailed upen the branchos to aceept
tho lettor of BurnMan without protest, clthough tho letuer wes o Yhoedvy blow" dirccted
moinly at us: wo wore consorned with uphclding the prestige of the party loadership;
wic refused 4o allow tho auto carpaign to be detourcd By Burnhan's provocations,

‘ Howr outragpéus Burnhdmra,Iottorbactually was can Bo sccn from onc fact:Ayho
policy of thc PaCy was changed in favor of the ficld cormittec boforc this lottor was
writtonl v _ ; - —

[4
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Hoﬁ did - the poliey ceome to be chonged? *

VI, Burrhaon Washos His Hornds of the "Dirty Mess"

On Mcnday, January 3lst Comralc Dunnc arrived in Now York fron Minncapolis,
i mooting had been proviously arranged for that afternoone The mecting was called
to order with o largc group proscnts P.C. tonbors: Shachtman, Aborn, Vidick. McKynney.
NeCo morborsy VeRe Dunnc, Morrew, L; N.C. Altcrnates: Morgan, Erbor, Milton: comrades
by invitation: Karsner, Stealcy, Lobrun, Glenncr, Cannon, who was in
France, is roerrded in tho minutes as "(cut of torm)" ard Geuld as "(ill1)",

Burnhar appearcd shortly aftcr tho hwccting had been ecalled to erder and nade
tho announcenont that he weuld have to leave shortly fer a dinner cngogonent arnd de-
bate at the Lobor Club of the L.LoPe Burrthan could not be provailed upon to break
this chgagemont in favor cof the cxtracrdinary scssion of the Political Corypittee in
progresss Dumc could manezc to toar himsclf lobsc fron the most vital activitics
of a laber rovenent affceting thousunds cf wrorkers and *%travol 1200 nilcs t~ discuss
an inportant party problon. But Burnhar could nét Wreak a dinner cngagonent of no
inpertance to the party, the unicns or anycnc clsc, By this proccdurc Burnhan was
naking the supronc gosturc of contenpt ot which Mis class is so skillful. The pat-
ricinn Burnhan was allowing thce plcbian Dunnc to cocl his hccls as the prico for
questioning the higher autheritye He weuld roturn at 10 pan, after he had fulfilled
his sccial cbligotions. . '

.

The mectihg continucs in a desultory fashion for hourss It was obvicus to
all that Burnham's dcliborate abscnec was a demonstration of rcfusal to scttle the
"crisis betwoort the centor and the ficld, How striking is the contrast boetwrcon this
haughtincss and arrogancce and the considered offorts of Comrade Dumie to sclve tho
erisis. To thc potulant quostions of these.potty-hourgeeis leaders whe had lost in
authority through nc fault of their cwn, Dunnc rcplicds if ho wore prosomted r.th a
choicc =- he weuld domand that the ficld carry cut the line of whe P.Ce rather than
soc thc resignaticon cof lcading P.Ce mombers and thc conscquent rrecipitaticn of a

dcep=gcing porty crisise y '
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Burnhan did net rcturn as-hg had promiscd at 10 PyM. The cormittca tantee
tlvvly dceided on propcuals Hutually rgrecable but continucs te burn thoe midnight
‘ ~§1 for Burrhan, We agrocront wias possibla without his votase ‘Finnlly o -hours

lator Burnhar phored and gave his ass:vt to the following moticns which we surmorizo
frr lack of spnco- :

s

1. o statonont of, pollcy cn P, C ~Ficld Chﬁnlttoo rclatlcns to bo drﬂftod and
proscntod te the noxt P, Ci muc tinz; 2. An articlc on the Ul ,situaticn to be

writtoh by “Sha chtﬁan ir lino with tho proposals of tho Aute=Sub Cerpittoc apd in

‘a;;racrnent with Dunnc", 3. 2 mobion by Shachtnk on fhe Rroposal Joff- Gorrado Durngs

A LR Shy "]Qtlr” rf the PaCe.br hold trith th attordties of tho “loading conradps
of tho- mito freeetion Mot +hd‘ sdarlisst possdbls tine, date to be sct at tho convenicnec
of the froctiong

Burrhorn

: §over, had nbt yot viritten the flnal chaptcr 0 ‘his role:in the

suto crisis, HEE vt o writc the statomont-where blane for the auto crisis

" wias placod ontircly ot the deor of tho Ficld Committoo, whorc thce PeC. washoed: its
hards of all rcspnnsibillty far the pclicy it unanincusly votod for at.thc Jane 3lst
rcoting, vhore the Ficld Cemrados were givon o sondeoff in thoir work with prophocics
ef dorr, Xt the Fcbruarv Tth ncoting Burzhan prcsentod this statononte It wns nce

" copted unanivicuslys. Shaehtmar. and MeKinnoy vefed £or it with a statonent that their
urdersonont did ot rican agrccriont with tho "finnl paragraph bocausc the inference
nay be drawn that my vete for it is at the sang tlﬂc an ondorscnent of the pollcy of
the FoC, in the U.LJV, with which I do net agrace” (Gould withhold his voto: "antil
ﬂrply'lrfrrrcd, in wicw of his ubSupCb fron the moctings at which Ulle™e policy was

discusscd."  (Gould apparontly wos "never onply 1nfﬂrnod“ as futurc nectings show nc
rcerrd cf o vote by him cn this subjcct,)

~ ""Tho Statoront of Fclicy in Aute" Bogins with o nisrcproscntation of the
facts, It chorzds that rcsp“n51b111ty for the disagrconent rested with Cochran and

Clarkc with a confuscd policy: Clarke for boycott of beth convcntlcns, Crehroan for
attoendancc at beth, : .

It donounceos thoe cnwrudcs in the ficld for the "unprecedented stopesssof
supprossir. the issuc of the lppeal (ecntaining the pro-Mqrtlw conventi~n cditorial-
GeCs) eeee nd furthor indicts tho Ficld Cormittoc by innucnde: " ‘Te de net wish

herein te corront upon ony qucsticns of fermal autherity or disciplincesss”

, The stotenent throws rospensibility for the party crisis solely at the door
of the Ficld Cemnittces "Tho najority of the PeCe rotained its convietion of -the cc
roctncss of its point of view, and was thus confromted with the follevring - condition;
The atterpt te carry out the pelicy cf the PoCe majority (that is,thc policy of the
party) =-=("Tith a stroko ¢f a pen thrco nerbers of the P.Ca, ppﬁscd bty cvery inforro
¥ Co morber trode unicnlst and party aute werkcr, beeono the party} -- G.C.) would
bé cortain to lcad tc *a major intornal party crisis == quitc apart fren thc speeifis
offocts on the work in cutcy and, since thorc was.and is no practlcal cr technieal
ricans fer the quick convening cof a rﬂprOSF“tatlve plonun of theo N4Ce, there would
be n~ way in vhich to sclve the crisis.”

‘ Thc statonent washes its hanrds of all futurc responsibility fer the work j
autcs "Ceonfronted with the facts swrarizoed above, the P.C. docided te put the dijEh
ceticn of pclicy in aute for the noxt period -- including what is prosonted in the
party prcss -- 1ntc the hands ~f the ‘uto Fraction and the W.Ce ficld corpiftcc, Th

_articlc apnoaring in the February 4th issuc of the .\ppoal was preparcd in accordanc
with this dccisicn with the ajrocment of Comrade Dumnce” :

(3 v
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Finally, the propheey of disaster: "The mnjority of the P,Ce wishes it to
bc entirely clcor that it holds to the point of view prescnted in the Jonuary 28th
oditorinl and believes that the policy of the Fraction is seriously and dangerously
wronge It is convinced thot the test of practise during the next wecks will noke
cloar to tho rombors of the Fraction their own, crror, and will denonstratc the cor-
roetnoss of the point of,view of the F.Co" '

The PeCs, according to this statinent, did not nake cven the slightcest cr-
ror,y Thc P.Ce of Burnham, Tidick cnd ‘bern vias the poor victins of the nachinctions
of tho rost of tho party. Prostige polities, falsc pride, inability to adnit crror--
these arc mild charscterizations of Burnha n's stntonont, :

Moarmvhile the erisis simmorcd in the PoCe It was upset by thc broador
intornal problems which carc,to the surface in the disputc over policy in auto," so
said-the statomont on Policy in Auto, And it continued: "The difficulty was aggra=
vated by the unaninous opinion of the P.C, that thc olcavage in this instanco betwecon
the P.C, and tho conrades concerncd in the ficld was not the rosult rnorely of the dif=-
foronces of opinion in conncction with the situation in auto but was rclatcd to other
incidents during the past period." A\'disputc botwsen Detroit and Cnlifornia over po-
licy in the Ul s further added to the eonsternation of the N,Y, cormittccs '

On.February 19th, Snith, Dunnc and Goldnan attonded the nceting of 'the PeCe
projcctcd in tho January 31st rcctinge  The nmeoting was not very fruitfule Thc roin
burden of corplaint-which ran through all the spcoches of Shachtman, Burnhar, .‘bern
and Widick con be surmarized in o singlc scentoneccs '

"It isn't so rueh that thc Ficld Conradcs opposcd use  Rether, on the con-
trary this disputc would ncver have ariscn if Cannon worc herce They would hever have
dared ohallengc Cannon the way they did us,"

Is it possiblc to answer such drivcl? Can you prove to old ladics like
thosc that Cannon's prostige dorives fron his deliberato aversion to such burcaucrat-
jo misusc of administration as Burnhom=Shachitman werc guilty of?  Is it possible to
convinec such pcoplc by o citation fror the rccord that Cannon alwnys sccks out ‘con=
plcte informntion before junping to a policy, cspecially on tradc union natters; that
vhere thorc is disagreemont on o practical natter where no politieal principle of the
party progran is invelved botweon hinsclf and ficld comrades he first of all acttempts
to porsuadc then that he is corrcet, that failing to pensuadc thon == oven though
‘firnly convinced of the justicc of .his position == ho yiclds in their favor? Can
‘you cxplain to thosc people that this is an osscntial quality of lcadcrship in a
proletarian-orgonization == in conjunction, of coursc, with a notocworthy rccord of
being corrcct on practieal mattors of tacties? How con.you convinec pcople of such
‘A B C propositions whon thoir hoads arc full of "eliques", "plets", "mchiavellian !
politics" and. constant foar of thovStalinist.dogbncration of the futurc JAncrican
Sovict through the nistakcs of the Socialist “orkcrs Party? '

"That could Goldron roply to ¥idick!s whining that the Ficld Comradecs had
troated the P.Ce with contonpt, oxccpt to say that if it would satisfy ™idick he
would makc o motion that the Ficld Corr:ittco do not trcat them with conterpt?

‘' »

The ninutes roport "'greooment rcached on carrying out of proscnt auto

policy, Unaninous agrecriant that suppression of Appoal by certain brancheos in rccon

poeriod was inpernmissible, and that such action is incompatiblc with thc functioning
of the party."

Fron a fornal standpoint thcrc could be no objoctions to the scction of
tho notion conccrning the Appeals In roality, however, it was a deliboratc and
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unjustificd blow aincd by Burnhar ot the comroades in the ficlde The roprescntatives

qf thc Ficld Cormittoo in Wewr York wors ‘out of hurnony Wwith tho spirit of this notion
tut. they worce fipst of 211 dcsircus of sroothing out the friction in thc leading
conrl*to, of the party, - Their first win wis £o croate a cordition in tho party whore
its otrpaigns nignt bo cordueted wlthout o cOHtinuing crisise - Morcover, thoy viere
confronted by sn toeanplished foct, Mony days beferc this neoting, Burnhan, in the

nrme of the Politienl Corrittco, hrd mailed o lotbor of consune and cordernation to
the Middle Yestern and Califrrnis braonchos,

VII Cnliforria Interlude -

».

, The disputc in auto was further complicated bty the situation in C(llfornla.
The cenridos vorking in aubo thore vore “eorplotoly off the tracke Through the acti-
vitiss of two or thrcec corredos, not aute workers) thoy hod cstablished close rela=
tiorships writh Murtin's machinc in Colifornia, particularly Los )ngelcse Thoy nise
took bho werk thoy wore deing for Irvan Carcy, Martin's herchren, for @ bloss Thoy
- were corfuscd by tho ninutss of the Notional ‘ute Confqronco, eslling for o Third
Group but taking. & ron—corﬂlttgl nttitudc on tho two conventions, Tho PeOs raissd
& high wall botwoen than ond o sortoct poliey, "hon in ‘tho.noxt fow doys, the split
.in the b.d.f. ronched shorpor rropcrtlons, David Stovens; L.Ae organizer, wired
Lotreit ard N.Y.: “;nprr'+17u ¢ hove telicy in UAY © Mire whothar wo support Martin,
' rcllow vith detailed infcrn,tlon. Roply very wrzont," Tho dato <n the telegran (s
i Mycrs in Oakland) is very importopt: January Zath -
that is two days after the P.C. hodi:réjocted Comradc ‘Shaehtron's ropert and threc da
bAfere it roversed itsclf in faver of the Ficld Cermittoc
urdor prossurc of Comradc Dunnc, Cermrida Cochrun wirod pock in agrooriont w1th Clurk(
that the policy was still urdor discussion but in the noant t4ire. he urged * nwn tc hold
- up distribution .of the Ippoals (Unfortunately’ thore is no copy, of this *alcgron
. availablc in Now York)s TTidiek, howover, w&r@d Califorria in an cntirely wpposite
scnsct "Policy is to suppert NLrtln; It is coltxlﬂ“d in the Janumry 28%h thioL of
the 'prcals, Copy of which being ont by airn¢11.

<

, . ;

"idlck!s telogran s 2ll the Cnllfornlﬂ covradbs wantcd, Thoy *vwdiatc}v
procccdcd to dlstributo the T'nu“ry 28th cdition of the Appeals: But thcy suppresscd
the next odition of tho . “ppeal wn1bh‘cont incd 2 changc of line, It is ronstnue for
Burnhan to shift responsitility onto the Ficld Cormittoc for -the. failure of Col¥orni
to distributc the ‘ppoonl, They abstained fron distribution for two rcosons: 1.?‘0-
werc in favor of the January 28th line and ‘opposcd to the Ficld Cormittcc tocausy b
thoir ovn crroncous policys 2. thoy wore corfusod ond dlsor1ontod by the shifts n
P.Cs position as reflected in the - “ppcals, o

Instead of .hclping the California comrades corrcct their crror -- or tur
that job over to the Field Cormittec entirely if the F.C, could not squnrc this te
with its conscicnecc == Burph"w.wroto for tho ‘Politicnl Cormittco a disloygl 1"tt,*—
the Ips «n“clgs, East Ozkland .and San Fra ncisco branches, Under cover of o lnttgk

the suppr0351on of thé Appen 1, the follow1n* stattﬂcnts ﬁppgﬁr'

g rccognlzu cspoeinlly the difficulties for’thoﬂ“ost Const brﬂnchus a:
what i5 ih o sonsc the. "injustici" to thosc branchés brought sbout throurh $hs fe

thot thoir robresentatives. could not be prOSUnt durlnv tho dlscu351on loodinb to
the new policy.

E}
L
v

"ic rocognize also the right (and ﬂuty) of tho “cst Conﬂt branches to p: -
tost the now policy, if thoy do not agrece with it, and to pross throuch ~11 lepit! -

noans for a chan,o. ("o sugzést that their point of view be made cntir01y oToor |
the ¥,C, ficld cormittoc )
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"¢ hopc that thésc considcrations will rokc it obvious to the Crlifornin .
branchcs thot the organizationnl attitude they have taken (supprossing the ppeal ==
GeCs) must bec rovorscds 7l¢ say this naturally -rithout’in any way linking it to the
mttsr of policy in nuto =- =i issuc which stands on its own rerits == or with any
intention of donying the @ltogcthor just’ complaints about the manner in which the
policy wos arrived aty" f : . ~

Thon follows o long confuscd paragraph about how the Californin comradces
rnicht build o third group and support ncither conv cntion and possibly cven lenn
sll;htly in the dircction of Martin,

ThlS lottoer wos sont to wecks aftér the P.Ce had roversced its linc, and onc

weak ~ftor it had throvm all responsibility for thc linc on the ficld COﬂmlttuC.
Tho. reeitotion of dntes is comnent nnoufh.v

But thc lcttor of Burnh’“ d1d not ond tho disputec with Crlifornia, Burnhan
kopt insisting in tho P.Ce neetings that the position of California suprorting Martin
surportcd his positidn, “hat storilc roasoninz! Tvon if the C-lifornin conrades
wrorc corrcet -- and cvonts provcd then bonplctnly‘vroug -= 10 national auto policy ?;

t
¥

would bc based on the situation in California, The central points of the .auto ine
dustry, vhorc cutomobiles arc.narufactured, arc in Michigan, Ohio and to o lesscr
oxtont Indiana, In thesc placcd too the UA” is sromgest, ‘To deoteorninc a policy on
the basis of what wos happening in Californi~, the homc of scveral auxiliary asscribly

‘Plants ond a for parts plants, is so obviously f~alsc as to rcquirc no answer,

7 But thc Crlifornia corradcs wore wrong cven on the basis of the situation in
thoir ovm statc, The nnjority of the zute workers there -- according to rcliaoblo re-
ports which worc available to the PyCe ns well as the-ficld corviittec and the Crlifory. !
conirados == wwere for the Clovcland CIO convention nnd opposed to Martine Our comradcs
thore were proveonted From acting upon thosc facts becausc of theoir diforicntation
by tho Burnhan Cormittocs The Ficld Committouc had difficulty in corrceting their cr=

. ror boeausc of thc complcte lack of coopcration of the P.C, which roefuscd to lend its
support and "uuhorlty$o its offorts. _ It was not until Conrade Connon arrived from

. Fronce, nonths after the disputc ‘with thce P.C, had subsidcd, that Co \1ifornia rcceived §
its first lctter from the P.Ce indicating conplote "Hrucnont with tho FlCld Cormittco, ¥

* * * * * * * * * * L % * * *  *x

The conrades and the porty in auto paid heavily.for the burcaucratic attitude
and the falsc policy of tho F.Cs i ,

'ls Burnham~boasts that then he cormits an orrer he is quick to adnit it pub=
licly., But tho fact rermning that the auto canpaign rocecived a soverc blow from the
inconsistoney of the ppeal which fontured threc different policics in thros conso=
cutive izsucs of the ‘ppchl, Denososucs and Stalinists, who sceurced copics of tho
pro=Martin issuc despitc our carcful concealment, cxploited this inconsistoney agains
us vory cffeetivelys The Lovostoncitos had a Roman HOliday over it in their "orkers

. . "
,'_g.:‘O Y

2. It cost the party approximatcly #2500, in train and planc farcs along to %
scttlec this disputos This cxecludcs long distonce phone enlls, telggrons, and large ﬁ_
nurthers of J.ppeals not distributed. :

3.,Tho‘work of the California comrados was cormplotely,disoricnted.
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o - VIII, The Question of Polioy

The question of policy is a sscordary considsration in a discussion of the
party -crisis over the auto situetion. That.is why we have reserved it for last
place, Any person, any leader of the party, is liable to make & mistake on a matter
of predticel policy, particularily on a trade union question, As a matter of fact
. such mistakes are madé quite Trequently, end only a fcol would condemn & leeder for
. 5 this or that incidentwl mistake, Yet Burrham's"mistake" on the auto situstion is on
the same order as his "misteke" on the Russian question, His empiricel, formelistic,

non-dialectical method of thinking is revealed in the autc question no less then it
is in the Russian question,

‘.

_ To understand the euto situation and party policy in it, it is necessary to
gc back to the ctnventicn of the UsAN, in Milwaukee in Auéust 1937,

Mertin was confronted at that ccnvention with a powerful opposition repre-
senting almost 50 percent of the convention delegates, knmown as the "Unity Group,"
This opposition was led in part by the Stzlinists, it is true, but the Stalinists
were exploiting through the "Unity Group" the most militent and democratic sentie-
ments of the best rank ard file progressives. The worker militants were jealous of

..their democratic rights and for a militent union., Martin was abusing these democra=-
tic rights and attempting to "stabilize" the unions The revolt against him was en~
tirely healthy even thcugh it was misdirected by the Stalinists, Supporting Mertin

at that convention were the worst type of Jffics=holders and the most;reactionary and
backward members of the union. , o . T

™o gave the unity group’eritical support at that convention, attempting in
_ the meanwhile to organize an uprising within it against the Stalinists, Following
the convention we made several attempts to organize an independent group which would
opposé Martin and at the same time fight the Stalinists who were not interested in
a struggle agoinst the bureanucracy but were rather seeking a deal with the adminise-
tratione Unfortunately, our weankness condemned this effort to failure.

. -

In the Spring of the following Yyehr, 1938; events took a new turn in the
auto union, The Stalinists had pried Fraonkensteen, Martin's chief lieutenant, away
from him, and were now making an open bid for power -=- against the wishes of their
nllies, the S.P. group led by Reuther and Mozey who headed powerful locals in the
auto union, It was now, for the first time, possible to conduct an open struggle
against the Stalinists which the workers could understand. Seeing our opportunity
we sent a delegation to Murtin which whs successful in persuading him to adopt the

) program we presented (later revised by him and popularly known in the UsAW, as the
o 20-point program), With this program Martin pledged to take positive action in the
\ pressing organizational problems that confronted the union, to guarantee the locals
o their autonomy and the rank and file democracy and to conduct a militaent fight

agoinst the corporations, And also to fight the Stalinist "collective sccurity"
propaganda with an anti-war compaign.

The program met with instantaneous success, It is not an exaggeration to
'say that it swept the union with the power of a new dispensatioh, The Stalinists
were completely stymieds Unfortunately, Mertin was not thoe man to carry the program
through to the ends No sooner irere the Stalinists defeated at the Executive Board,
than Martin entrusted the union administration to some of his incompetent lieuten=
ants and boarded his plane to make speeches at banquets and meetings where everythiry
was discussed but the auto workers problems and everybody was present but the auto
workers, Within a month, the Stalinists attempted to usurp power, Instcad of going
to the rank and file and crucifying the Stalinists ideologically as we had urged hir,
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Mertin expelled five of them from ths Fxecutive Board, From that time on Mortin
tehrved 1like an hystericnl.old ledy, ‘reveking locsl charters, appointing
sdministrotors over locals nd “nllying himself with the werst reancticneries,
_Within three months Nortin hnd completely mullified the offectivsness of the
20<point program and ontogonized that section of the rank and file which had
begun to move in his direction, Onee ogain he wns isolated, and the Stnlinlsts

od bevun to recoup their former power as the self-upnolnted chemplong. of
:denocr c;& :

From that time on we bog'n to stecr a course awly from Murtine, Through

-—

‘i_,thé months of Septomber, Octobor, November ond December 1938 our criticism of y

Mortin constently shufpennd in its tcney 7o had fqlt_Y“rtln's‘reaotlonury b
pclicies personallys Bert Cochrar, oppointed by Martin at the time of the

. tdeption -of ithe 20wpoint pregram os Debrolt UAW-WPA dircctor, was summarily

removed from office, The Moford striks, ied by our comrades, was betruyed by
one of Murtin's lieutortnts witout Martin Tifting a finger, In the month of

. Decerber our crltlclsm.of Mertin hod becomc condecmnations At a mecting of the
Nﬁtion&l Auto Froction held on December 25th, 1938 « minutes of whieh were

. ma;led into tho Netional Offico = Cochrun renortcd as follows:

"Our line in uuto is cehonped todﬂy‘ the orientation beoing agoinst the
. ndmlnlstrutlon of the UJV; Our oim todny is that of building a ncw progressive
~_.group with the objeotive thrt this group moy win the lcadershlp of the unionwes
Cur gonoral aim is ths orcition of a now group in auto, We ocan only agitate for
it ard prcsent our progrnm, .Iptrrj when our forces grow, we may find allies
in thc 84Ps in Detrolt; groups in the West Sidc. Looal and Briggs locnl who.
were part of the Unity Group < and orgonize a loose allinnce with them for a
progrcssive group on the basis of our program,"

It is alloged by the Opposition that the auto policy = ostensibly a pro-
Mortin poliey & was dceided at the January lst mecting, This is absurd, It was
cvident to all prosent that the situction was in the process of change while we
‘wete mcoting and no definitive policy could be formulated from the distonee of
New York. The qucstion of polioy was loft undecided ot the mecting, ‘and no
policy motion was reoorded nt the Po,Ce mecting on January 3rd,

If thore hed been n prow=Martin poliey adopted ot that mooting, ‘how explain
the article Cochran wrote for the Jonunry 21st issuc of the Appcal, cntitled
"Faction Fight Flarcs Again in UeliyWe Excoutive Board"f It chﬂrwcterized the
two groups ("thc Martin ond Mortimor erowd") as gangs whose seandals l.d oxw

. hausted the paticnec of the mombership, It referrcd to the "rocord of stowarde
ship of the Intcrnational Exceutive Board and the International Officers" as

. one: of "opportunism, stupidity, supincncss, troachcry,"™ It callcd upon "the ‘L
automobilo workers to turn thumbs down on fake lenders whethor of the Poipere
Hauser typc or job=holdcrs of the FortimcrmStalinist typo of buroaucrats.,‘.“

Whun the ficld committec andopted its original program undor the titlc:
"Cnc Convontion = Cnc Union =~ Onc Fight Agninst tho Employcrs® it had these
salicnt faets in mind: Tartin was thoroughly discredited by his reactionary and
burcaucratic policics, thc Ford scondel wunscrupulously oxploited by the Stalinists
only adding to his disercditmont, Orly the most conservative and backward werke
ers supportcd hime, Thc Stalinists werc growing in disfavor with the acuto workoers
beeausc of their vicious, unprincipled factionnlisme The Stalinists eould now poso
as champions of domoeracy only with the greoatest of difficulty after they had
brought in and saddled upon tho union the CIO roccivership of HillmaneMurray, The
Reuther=Mazgy=Marshall (Chrysler local president) group had alrendy broken with
the St*linistg. The workers werc nauscated with the intormooine struggle and
worc sccking a road to unity ond struggle against the corporationse
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Our line was, in the collogual expression, ™a natural®, It dénounéed both

.groups on the Executive Board of the union for bankruptoy in orgenizdtion, bure

esuaracy in internal affairs, capitulation before the corporations and for
leading the union to the brink of a split, It called for unity of the union
against both groups on the basis of a ninewpoint "Union Building Program", The
program found an immedinte and welcome response oamong wide layers of the auto
workers unions The Detroit newspapers understood the significance of the "Third
Group" and gave it leading publicity, At the Cleveland convention many of the
plonks of the program were ndopted with greot enthusiasm, '

We can confidently assert thot had Martin not split from the CIO0, the origine
al "Third Group" program would have catapulted our small group into a position
of great influence and strength. But when Martin bolted the CIOQ, thetsituation
chrnged almest overnight, ' The workers knew that Mortin was mowing towards.the
AFL, which they despised almost as much as the corporations, and they began to
line ups In a short while the overwhelming bulk of militant workers had token
their place in the anti=Martin, pro=CIO camp, The Stalihists could stage another
comeback by shouting their patriotism to the CIOi With the most militant workers
determined first of all to defoat Martin and the AFL, our small £hird group
could ot best play a modest role at the Cleveland convention,

. Burnhom charged in his Statement on Poliey in Auto that"Clarke was originally
in favor of boycotting both conventions, and Cochran of participating in both
conventions. In his aonswer to Trotsky he charges that both Cochran and Clarke
were in favor of boycotting both conventions, His charge is false in both. ine
stonces, They oarise out of Shachtman's report in which Shaohtman completely
misunderstood what Cochran and Clarke stated to him in response to his demand for

‘o "eoncrete answer", The situntion was still too unclenr, too fluid, ard too

turbulent to require an immediate answer to the question of "whioch convention?t®,
Cur policy was best served at this conjuncture by concentrating on the slogan
unity of the UsAsWe against both groups on the basis of o posttive progrome The
phrese’ "a plague on both your houses" was used to epitomize this policy and ree
ferred specifically not to the conventions but to the Stalinist and Martin group,
The casy troansition we made between this policy and the pro=CIO policy proves that
far from playing "obstentionist" polities, we hod set a goneral line in a complice
ated situation and were woiting for events to indicate what the ‘next practical
step would be, ‘ : ‘

Burnham boasts in his answer to Trotsky that contrary to Clarke and Cochran's
obstentionism in auto he formulated a concrote polieys How did he formulate this
Weonerete" polisy, by what process of thought? What would have been tho results
of his policy had it been carricd out? ' '

You will recall in the quotation cited from his cditorial in the Jan, 28th
edition of the Appeal his statement that the "Cleveland mecting will be 100%
Stalinist stooge assecmbly,® : '

He continueds "Every move, overy motion, every resolution will bo dictated
by Earl Browder, in exaotly the same manner that he dictates the procecdings of
the American League for Pence and Democrasy, the I«We0e or the convontions of the
Communist party 1tself, Thc future of thc union movement in auto doos not and
eannot lle with the Cleveland puppet showeeeThe locals must clect their delegates

to the Detroit convention, not to submit to Martin but to re-cstablish the rule
of thc membors over their own uniong"
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It is true that Mortin was opposed to the Stalinists, But how had he
opposed the Stalinists? AXs o reactionnry not as o progressivei, Who would be
most likely to follow Mortin? Certainly not the militant workers whom he had
done everything in his power to alienate and drive away, Who would go to
Detroit which was oriented towards the AFL? Only the backward, the privileged
or conservative workers who looked upon the CIO as a "Red" organization,
alwoys creating trouble for:the employer in the plants == workcrs secking the
rood of class collcborations In truth, to go to this convention Mot to submit
to Mortin" but to "rowestoblish the rule of the rank amd file" would be like
going to a Communist Party convention (all proportions guardeod).™not to submit"
to Stalin or Browder and to re=establish the rulc of the rank dnd filce.

Burnham's undialectical thought on this question is 6f a plece with
his undinlectical thinking on the Russian question, The Sovict Union is
dominated by countorerevolutionary, Bonapartist, Stalinist bureaucratse Theso
burcaucrats are the worst encmlies of tho Sovict and internmationnl working
classs Thercforc, bo for the dofoat of the Sovict Union in the war,

Cr: the workers state is a demooratic structure which improves the
stondard of living of the workerse, In the Soviet Union totalitarianism has
replaced domocracy and the standard of living has improved only in favor of

the burecaueratse Thercfore, the Soviot Union is not a workers state; it is a
Stalinist burcaueratic state, ‘

Burnham is proud of his undinlcctical mcthod of thought, He says it
onablos him to prodiet == indced only on that basis is any mcthod of thought
cfficccious, On Fobruary 7th Burnhom made a prediction in the Statemont on
Policy in Auto, endorscd by Widiek ond .\berng

. "The majority of thc P,C, wishes it to be cntircly clear that it holds
to the point of view presented in the January 28th cditorial (thc onc cited
immediatcly abovo w==GaC,) and belicves that the poliey of the Fraotion is
scriously and dangorously wronge It is convinced that the test of practisec
during thc noxt wecks will makc it clear to thc members of the Fraction their

own error, and will domonstratc thc correctness of the point of wvicw of the
PQC. " : .

If over o prodiction was knockcd into a cocked hat it was this onc,

The Cleveland convention of the Us.iéWe ropresented the: great majority
of auto workers from all the importaont corporations, Chryslor, Goneral Motors,
Briggs Body, Studcbaker, Hudson, Wyllis, cto, otce-from all the important
contors of Miohigan, Chio, Indiand and Wideonsin, Far from thc convention
being a Stalinist stooge convention, a powerful opposition functioned against
the Stelinists from the day the convention oponcd, Onc of the largest locals

“in the union openly sported "brooms" as thoir omblem of a campaign to sweep
out the former Execcutive 'Board. At lcast half of the points in dur progrom
worc taken up by other dclegates and pushed through the convention, Far from
Browdor dictating the'dceisions of the convention, the Stalinists had to fight
for every position tooth and nail, There was no rodebaiting at Cleveland,.

And as to tho futurc of this convention, tho USW=CIO rogained moarly all of the
members it had lost to Martin, defeated him decisively in cvery NLRB olcetion,

it has signed contriocts with every major auto corporation with the oxception
of Ford, ' ' : ‘
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On the other "hand Mertin's convention was a complete fiasco, Its
~delegates come almost exclusively from small shops, represontlng small groups
of workers in outwofwthe.-awny citics, The dclegates from the large locals were
completely trumped up and ropressnted no one but themsslvere The composition
of the convention weas, backwurd ond conservative, ond ninewtenths of the pro-

cccdings were devotcd o proou.k bntlrely extrancous to the real problems of
unionismg

4

. They'were agalnst the "radiealism". the "oommunism® and "troublie meking"
of the CiI.0) The sessions were dcvoted to f1 ag-=voving patriotisr and robid
red=baitings The convention wns o Mortin s+oog~ nssembly » enlogies of Martin
were &s rsgular, freoquent and repulsive os they are in a (.0, convenlion =
200usG With\Martin the convention was

a3 wi'khout leader or rsnson for oxistence,
The Lovestoncites, forcod iMto o cormer like rats by the right wing around

MLrtin,ﬁﬂere compelled to put uUp the sorblardce of un App031#iong They btried

"not to submit"™ ==~ but some to the most igrnomirous erd, This conveation
morked the public suicide of the Iovestoncites in auts just as it would have
morkcd our own had we parbicipated in it,

A party comrade came to this uonvontién from Cqliforric -~ not.as the
delegate of his local but as Ghe representativo of « minorLbyL .His hotel
room was constantly infested with roanctionarics whd rarntad from carly morning
to late at night agoinst “rods®. “Lovestoasites”! Yrotskyites': his movements
wore watched by them nnd he was shadowed throvgh the streoctse he met with the
auto committee ©f tho party oniy in grrv+e «ruxeey;nyc did not darc take the
floor at the convention; hc was almost cxpclled wobh by the rump Mortin group
and by the controlling ©IC losal when he roturnsd o Los angclese ~

As to Mortin's futureg his loeals Lloft hin.onc by onc until he was
left with only a shall, He practiscd strikcbrlodking in the CIO strikes in GM
and Briggse Hc united with Gerald Smith and Coughlirn agoinst the CIO in the
chryslor lockout, Ho is the most disoroditcd man in the auto unione
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Now, for thc first timc in a ycar Burnham publicly udmitted his mistake =
and only with a hateful snarl at thosc who correccted him = And we were
supposcd to scc ond admit our error in "thc next wecks")] Nced more be sdid,

ok ok ok ok Kk ok X

The picturc of the leadership‘tof the petty-bourgeols opposition as it
would look at the helm of ‘our party or at the helm of its own group if their

threat of aplit is carried eut, dan be drawn from thu hlghly symptomatic
evcnts of thé aubo crisisg .

Burnhoms rovealed strong tendoncics towards burcaucratism in admine
istra tion, an arrogant approaoh to the rank and file; a . hateful attitude
towards the workers who corrvct his linec, sterilec and formalist in analysis,
By his own* admission, he is an undialcetical thinkcr., (Scc "Scicnce and Stylo").

»  Shachtmang rovealéd an indccisivenesd in position, a Homletwliko

attitudc undor pressurc, whidh made him 2 tool of the strongest force and
troacherous to the political convictions of his 'fellow=thinkers and of himsclf,
In tho auto crisis Shachtman dcmonstroted symptoms of this discase; obsorved
many timcs in him prior to and subscquent to thesc evonts,
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~ As for fbern, Trotsky's charncterization of him neceds no improvements
"Abern long ogo came to the conclusicn that Marxism (and even concrete policy
on practicnl matters os the cuto crisis proved = GeCy) is a doctrinc to be
honorcd but & good oppositicnul combinotion is somcthing for more substantinle®

1Xe Epiloguc on o Slandor,

To cover up their burcaueratic methods and falsc poliesy, the Opposition
whisperss anyway nothing was achicved in autos the compaign was a flope Thoy
do not darc say this out loud beenusc they know = or do they? = that policles
ord methods arc not judged by immcdiatc rosults to the partys Conorcte

corditions have at least as much to do with purty rcsults as do party cnergy
ard party polieye

8till thoy slandor the compoign and its achicvements,

We wore confontcd with ¥ig obstoelecs in our drive in auto, FEurly in
the mumpt.ign occidental eircumstances entircly boyond our control completely
provented us from utilizing our now contacts &s wo hoad planned to on January
1ste Tho turn in ovents in the nuto union did not holp our small group brobk
out of its isclation. The lack of important locals or prominent spokesmen
prevented us from playing cn outsterding rolc at tho UglWe convontion,

Yot despite thesc obtstucles we rolled up solid achicvements, modest
though they were, for tho party. Our program and group was respoected and
popular cmong thc militants. Many sections of it wero adopted at the oconventione
We had a caucus of 16 delogatos in Cloveland, in contrast to two at Milwaukeo,
the provious convention of thc union, Through our program oand activities at

the convention wo modo contacts in meny citics and omong auto worker militants
where wo had nonc boforcye

The Socialist Appocl, through widesprond distribution, beeamc the most
widely rcod redieal pnper in the auto union, This was the prineipal work of
our untiring Dotroit comradcs whosc lack of growth is attributable to factors
far beyond thc control of the compaign or the party. Only now Detroit is
making its first real gains in roeruitment of auto unicnists,

The Flint Branch blossomed forth as o genuinc proletarian branch with
solid auto workcr composition, lcading influcnce in the CICWPA local and

tremendous possibilitics in the main outo workers local of the ¢itys This was
our groatest achicvoment,

The Clevoland local cxpandcd 1ts influenco in the.cuto union, rceruited
now auto workcrs into the party until now it is in allionec with other progrosse
ives, o forece to be rockoncd writh in the CIO Council of the city,

long after the auto crisis has become o bad momory, the auto campaign
will be rcenlled as the initial drive in building the party of the Fourth
Intornational in the motor manufacturing ecnters,

Goorgc Clarke
Morch 4, 1940,






